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must require,  to praise and vindicate a ministry like
ours.

It was hinted, by another, that an inscription, which
had no relation to any particular set of men amongst us,
but was composed many ages before the parties, which now
divide the nation, had a being, could not be so properly
conveyed to the world, by means of a paper dedicated to
political debates.

Another, to whom I had communicated my own obser-
vations, in a more private manner, and who had inserted
some of his own arguments, declared it, as his opinion, that
they were, though very controvertible and unsatisfactory,
yet too valuable to be lost; and that though to insert the
inscription in a paper, of which such numbers are daily
distributed at the expense of the publick, would, doubt-
less, be very agreeable to the generous design of the
author; yet he hoped, that as all the students, either of
politicks or antiquities, would receive both pleasure and
improvement from the dissertation with which it is ac-
companied, none of them would regret to pay for so agree-
able an entertainment.

It cannot be wondered, that I have yielded, at last, to
such weighty reasons, and such insinuating compliments,
and chosen to gratify, at once, the inclinations of friends,
and the vanity of an author. Yet, I should think, I had
very "imperfectly discharged my duty to my country, did I
not warn all, whom either interest or curiosity shall incite
to the perusal of this treatise, not to lay any stress upon
my explications.

How a more complete and indisputable interpretation
may be obtained, it is not easy to say. This, will, I sup-
pose, be readily granted, that it is not to be expected from
any single hand, but from the joint inquiries, and united
labours, of a numerous society of able men, instituted by
authority, selected with great discernment and impartiality,
and supported at the charge of the nation.

I am very far from apprehending, that any proposal for
the attainment of so desirable an end, will be rejected by
this inquisitive and enlightened age, and shall, therefore,